<pre>
﻿(R. I)
        Newport Oct 2
        [in pencil “about 1856”]


My dear Sir:


        Be good enough to
forward me a prospectus
of your school. I have 
two boys, good but not
excessively studious, to
educate, and I would
like to know what peculiarities
of method you use in
that line. One is 15, the
other 14. If nature had
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her way with either of
them, I don’t suppose
that she would keep
him at school so long 
as this; but would put
him in a store, or send
him on a cruise, or
prescribe some other
practical initiation of
life. But as it is, school
is the best shelter for
both of them, and I
have always heard
such good accounts of
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yours from my friends
that, although it is a
little further off than
their mother likes, I am
half in hopes that we
shall have no difficulty
in placing them.
        I am my dear Sir
Yours very truly
        Henry James
Revd Mr Sanborn</pre>
